




Rafael was born in Guadalajara, Mexico to two Mexican 
parents. He lived in Mexico until he moved to Iowa at the age 
of  14.  Rafael does not have as dark of  a complexion as most 
Mexicans, so he has not experienced racism directed at him. 
Because he does not look Hispanic, people will sometimes 
make stereotypical comments around him unknowingly. His 
accent is also a little different than most Hispanic accents 
and so people will ask him if  he’s really from Mexico, or if  
he is European. Before college Rafael worked at a grocery 
store where other employees would make rude comments 
in Spanish about other employees, Rafael included, without 
knowing that he could understand every word.
51Marilyn - Cyprus
Marilyn was born to a Greek Cypriot father, and an American 
mother in Nicosia, Cyprus, where she grew up. It is often hard 
for her to explain what her ethnicity is because Cyprus is split 
in half: Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot. Marilyn has dual 
citizenship even though it wasn’t until she moved to Iowa in 
2015 that she actually lived in the US. Marilyn didn’t endure 
racism while in Cyprus, however she always felt like the odd 
one out because she was not fully Cypriot. In the U.S. when 
she tells people where she is from, and explains the location, 
she often feels judged because it is close to the middle east 
and many people assume she is Muslim. Since she grew up 
in Cyprus and most of  her family is there she is proud of  her 
background. Marilyn is very proud because her dad has shown 
her much of  the culture and made it a lot easier for her to feel 
accepted and like she belonged.
